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Eight Strategies for Supporting Readers in Online Literacy Courses
1. Develop Rhetorical Adaptability in Teaching Reading
2. Critically Reflect on Your Beliefs about Student Readers
3. Identify Literacy Opportunity Gaps
4. Orient Students to Reading for Online Learning
5. Sequence Activities to Support Reading Development
6. Scaffold Reading Support for Writing Projects
7. Assign Reflections on Reading Experiences
8. Use Multiple Measures to Assess Reading

Critically Reflect on Beliefs about Student Readers
● How have your own cultural, social, and educational experiences shaped your thinking

and beliefs about student reading in college, especially in online learning
environments?

● What are your expectations for reading in online courses? What do you expect students
to know and do as readers in your online and/or hybrid courses?

● What program-level expectations for reading do you need to pay attention to in
designing an online writing, integrated reading and writing, or other literacy course? How
are those program-level expectations similar to and/or different from your own
expectations for student reading?

● What are your stated expectations for student reading? What do your course policies,
design of online learning modules, reading activities and related online discussions,
assignment instructions, and grading/assessment criteria communicate to students
about your expectations?

● What are your implied assumptions about students as readers in online learning
environments? What does your approach to teaching reading in online courses suggest
about your perceptions, values, and priorities as an online literacy educator?

mailto:joanne.giordano@slcc.edu


Resources for Further Study
Cohn, Jenae. Skim, Dive, Surface: Teaching Digital Reading. West Virginia University Press,

2021.
Conference on College Composition and Communication. "CCCC Position Statement on the

Role of Reading in College Writing Classrooms." CCCC, March 2021.
Flippo, Rona F., and Thomas W. Bean. Handbook of College Reading and Study Strategy

Research. 3rd ed. New York, NY: Routledge, 2018.
Giordano, Joanne Baird and Holly Hassel. “Developing Critical Readers in the Age of

Literacy Acceleration.” Pedagogy: Critical Approaches to Teaching Literature, Language,
Composition, and Culture, vol. 21, no. 2, April 2021, pp. 241-259.

Ihara, Rachel, and Ann Del Principe. “What We Mean When We Talk about Reading: Rethinking
the Purposes and Contexts of College Reading.” Across the Disciplines, vol. 15, no. 2,
July 2018, pp. 1-14.

Keller, Daniel Chasing Literacy: Reading and Writing in an Age of Acceleration. Utah State
University Press, 2014.

Lyiscott, Jamila, Nicole Mirra, and Antero Garcia. Critical Media Literacy and Popular Culture in
ELA Classrooms. NCTE, 2021.

National Council of Teachers of English. 21st Century Literacies: A Policy Research Brief.
NCTE, 2007.

---. "Definition of Literacy in a Digital Age." NCTE, 2019.
---. “The Act of Reading: Instructional Foundations and Policy Guidelines.” NCTE, 2019.
---. “Professional Knowledge for the Teaching of Writing.” NCTE, 2018.
Phillips, Cassandra, Holly Hassel, Jennifer Heinert, Joanne Baird Giordano, Katie Kalish.

“Thinking Like a Writer: Threshold Concepts and First-Year Writers in Open-Admissions
Classrooms.” (Re)Considering What We Know: Learning Thresholds in Writing,
Composition, Rhetoric, and Literacy, edited by Linda Adler-Kassner and Elizabeth
Wardle. Utah State University Press, 2019.

Sullivan, Patrick, Howard Tinberg, and Sheridan Blau. Deep Reading: Teaching Reading in the
Writing Classroom. National Council of Teachers of English, 2017.

Sullivan, Patrick. "The World Confronts Us with Uncertainty: Deep Reading as Threshold
Concept." In (Re)Considering What We Know: Learning Thresholds in Writing,
Composition, Rhetoric, and Literacy, edited by Linda Adler-Kassner and Elizabeth
Wardle. Utah State University Press, 2019.

https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/the-role-of-reading
https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/the-role-of-reading
https://watermark.silverchair.com/241giordano.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAAq0wggKpBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggKaMIIClgIBADCCAo8GCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMy-LMIgqvNX8wgn-hAgEQgIICYBCu6QSTYH3uasVrQkGTNz9HggVyTmhFVH_seGr08KX705gK1yii-_8OYNX_VfWrjLt9p9YVu03hcc87uGFUhvWlmlrcy2vRwbv8G8hEzaAXwFmNlnHO2FmIk3IDscO8yIwg9Dr1cP-JOUoFvXDnJ9bDz_pevjx1ak1RC4I_YefUiD1fkakmWCJeLgOK8C0Dnc2JMwCSid5FvP7OJdLb7OYw9yBpOKnnpbaRpOkOKIDrj_rkIl0Wa28QyMo34-zfynW2QxpBMx4ucClfGwqUPkTveWcjiqYrJoOa23AIfW_x7IS4lCnq5EUxSMLE2Hz1NtseqNZ_NkeQyvK0COcF4xgjO3Qmpx7bK98Yt_bYGG7IZ944ajSC1UawzmErvW4M2UKa-RaqQ-Cki2f78F2X6it74-kKciSMWlZ2UpjpfSSD-UceGEbI3Q_Vgxis1ln1nm9MGAdQeChRr92GwTxzxV_saylJMkdKjJFjQ7yYMUMN1CDHxmH4bmmZLijx87TkoOXL1QloqsBiVWWHO3V0vuX2CSvqzkICcG2gkAnfR2HVgLAYXp4j-MPwMtk5HbsX-08al1Y5Wecd3jO4uCkqNAO8HiTtqOwwFKxVQ58fZsP8phPvfCTg0XJWeNBub_TbbKhqjseBx28XeyZDfq8rG7yJ_0Z7i6bIKeTU4MR0FP-e5dQsAYtwaL08tRYtb5TTlOp7pYeBX7G27RCrUt5VMOPc-d3uOdfT2A85bIet91zYxW5Lt-RywiSaXKQhA1U42DY7-xZdjUGJrx_R3EU8XQnUNg2rI56jaPsEIfZD3lnA
https://watermark.silverchair.com/241giordano.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAAq0wggKpBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggKaMIIClgIBADCCAo8GCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMy-LMIgqvNX8wgn-hAgEQgIICYBCu6QSTYH3uasVrQkGTNz9HggVyTmhFVH_seGr08KX705gK1yii-_8OYNX_VfWrjLt9p9YVu03hcc87uGFUhvWlmlrcy2vRwbv8G8hEzaAXwFmNlnHO2FmIk3IDscO8yIwg9Dr1cP-JOUoFvXDnJ9bDz_pevjx1ak1RC4I_YefUiD1fkakmWCJeLgOK8C0Dnc2JMwCSid5FvP7OJdLb7OYw9yBpOKnnpbaRpOkOKIDrj_rkIl0Wa28QyMo34-zfynW2QxpBMx4ucClfGwqUPkTveWcjiqYrJoOa23AIfW_x7IS4lCnq5EUxSMLE2Hz1NtseqNZ_NkeQyvK0COcF4xgjO3Qmpx7bK98Yt_bYGG7IZ944ajSC1UawzmErvW4M2UKa-RaqQ-Cki2f78F2X6it74-kKciSMWlZ2UpjpfSSD-UceGEbI3Q_Vgxis1ln1nm9MGAdQeChRr92GwTxzxV_saylJMkdKjJFjQ7yYMUMN1CDHxmH4bmmZLijx87TkoOXL1QloqsBiVWWHO3V0vuX2CSvqzkICcG2gkAnfR2HVgLAYXp4j-MPwMtk5HbsX-08al1Y5Wecd3jO4uCkqNAO8HiTtqOwwFKxVQ58fZsP8phPvfCTg0XJWeNBub_TbbKhqjseBx28XeyZDfq8rG7yJ_0Z7i6bIKeTU4MR0FP-e5dQsAYtwaL08tRYtb5TTlOp7pYeBX7G27RCrUt5VMOPc-d3uOdfT2A85bIet91zYxW5Lt-RywiSaXKQhA1U42DY7-xZdjUGJrx_R3EU8XQnUNg2rI56jaPsEIfZD3lnA
https://wac.colostate.edu/docs/atd/articles/ihara-delprincipe2018.pdf
https://wac.colostate.edu/docs/atd/articles/ihara-delprincipe2018.pdf
https://ncte.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/SquireOfficePolicyBrief_CriticalMediaLiteracy_April2021.pdf
https://ncte.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/SquireOfficePolicyBrief_CriticalMediaLiteracy_April2021.pdf
https://cdn.ncte.org/nctefiles/resources/positions/chron1107researchbrief.pdf
https://ncte.org/statement/nctes-definition-literacy-digital-age/
https://ncte.org/statement/the-act-of-reading/
https://ncte.org/statement/teaching-writing/
https://upcolorado.com/utah-state-university-press/item/3756-re-considering-what-we-know
https://upcolorado.com/utah-state-university-press/item/3756-re-considering-what-we-know

