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Why WordPress Is an OWI's Best 
Friend



What is WordPress?
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WordPress is an open source content 
management system or CMS. This 
means you can use it to build a course 
website that is relatively easy to 
configure and can add features and 
content as you need to.



Why use WordPress for course websites?
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If you’re going to use a website for 
your OWI course, WordPress is a 
good choice for several reasons:
● Customization
● Collaboration
● Interaction
● Iteration



Customization
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Once you install WordPress on 
a hosted domain (e.g., 
guiseppegetto.com), you get a 
robust dashboard that allows 
you to configure all aspects 
of your course website, 
including updates, posts, 
pages, media, appearance, 
and settings.



Customization

4

WordPress comes bundled 
with thousands of free 
themes, or layouts 
(https://wordpress.org/themes/
or Appearance > Themes from 
your dashboard menu). These 
themes allow you to quickly 
build a website that will suit 
almost any situation without 
using code.

https://wordpress.org/themes/


Customization

5

After setting up your site, 
posts and pages will be the 
features you use the most. 
Posts being blogs or 
announcements and pages 
being permanent elements 
of your course like your 
schedule, syllabus, etc.



Customization
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You also have access to 
plugins 
(https://wordpress.org/plugins/ 
or Plugins from your 
dashboard menu) that allow 
you to add features to your 
site. There are tons of 
education-focused plugins.

https://wordpress.org/plugins/


Collaboration
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It’s also easy to scaffold a 
WordPress website for 
collaboration, including 
discussion, peer review of 
student drafts, and hosting 
multimedia experiences (such 
as photos, images, or even 
webinars).



Collaboration
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Discussion is easy as every 
post on your website natively 
comes enabled with nested 
comments. Students can talk 
to each other fluidly and 
autonomously or you can 
scaffold more direct forms of 
discussion. This helps facilitate 
an authentic sense of 
community.



Collaboration
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You can even do peer review 
by having students post drafts 
of their writing and asking 
their peers them to respond 
to a specific question (or 
questions). If you’re concerned 
about privacy, there’s a plugin 
for that: 
https://wordpress.org/plugins/
password-protected/.

https://wordpress.org/plugins/password-protected/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/password-protected/


Collaboration
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Finally, students can be 
added as users to the site, 
giving them full access to all of 
WordPress’s features (except 
breaking the site - I 
recommend the “author” role). 
This includes a robust editor 
that allows them to create 
multimedia content.



Interaction
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Next, any kind of interaction 
can be scaffolded into your 
WordPress website, including 
teacher - student, 
student-student, and 
student-teacher. The easiest 
way to do this is by 
categorizing your posts.



Interaction
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There’s a widget (Appearance 
> Widgets from your 
dashboard menu) that comes 
enabled with most WordPress 
themes that allows you to 
display posts by category on 
your website’s homepage so 
students can easily navigate 
to different forms of content.



Interaction
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You can then ask students to 
categorize their posts in 
specific ways and use that to 
keep interaction following. You 
can create as many 
categories as you want. You 
can also monitor and quickly 
edit categories of posts to 
make sure your site stays 
organized.



Interaction
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Finally, you can tag any post with the featured tag to display it in the featured 
area of your site’s theme. This puts important, time-sensitive content (e.g., 
announcements) in your theme’s featured area (which varies by theme). I like to 
use Twenty Fourteen: https://wordpress.org/themes/twentyfourteen/.

https://wordpress.org/themes/twentyfourteen/


Iteration
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Another reason I like WordPress is 
how quickly you can iterate your 
courses by cloning existing 
WordPress websites to build new 
ones. This is really handy if you’re 
constantly teaching in different 
formats (i.e., face-to-face, hybrid, 
fully online, etc.).



Iteration
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WordPress allows you to export all 
your content into an XML file. This 
XML file can then be imported into 
any new WordPress-based 
website and will bring with it your 
content, layout, and even your 
media if you so wish.



Iteration
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For me, the main crux of this 
iteration is my learning modules. 
When I’m developing a new course 
website, the first thing I think about 
is: what are the main thematic 
sections of the course? This helps 
me think about what learning 
outcomes I need to scaffold into 
the new course.



So… why is WordPress an OWI’s best friend?
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In conclusion, WordPress is a 
flexible tool for building 
interactive and collaborative 
course websites. It allows you to 
design a very customized learning 
space for students and to iterate 
future sites efficiently. If you like to 
use course websites in your 
teaching, I highly recommend you
give it a try!



Additional resources
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My complete WordPress guide: http://bit.ly/2mnL9EF 

WordPress.org: https://wordpress.org/ 

My course websites, all designed with WordPress: 
https://www.guiseppegetto.com/course-websites/ 

Book a free, 30-minute consultation call with me: 
https://guiseppegetto.appointlet.com/s/30-minute-zoom 

http://bit.ly/2mnL9EF
https://wordpress.org/
https://www.guiseppegetto.com/course-websites/
https://guiseppegetto.appointlet.com/s/30-minute-zoom

